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Advanced Placement European History
Unit 3: Chapter 7, Section 37 Key Terms and Reading Questions:
Enlightened Despotism: France, Austria, Prussia

Key Terms:

Taille
Vingtieme

Maupeou

“Maupeou parlements”

Turgot 

Curvee

Joseph II

Febronianism

“Revolutionary Emperor”

“Old Fritz”

Junker Class




Section 37 Questions:
1. What is meant by the description of an enlightened despot as being different in “tempo” than his or her predecessors?
2. Why would a “dynastic” claim to the throne be awkward to an enlightened despot?
3. Explain why the government of France was chronically poor, despite its wealth as a nation. 
4. With whom did France go to war in 1778? (Any ideas why?)
5. What issue of reform seemed to exemplify Maria Theresa as an enlightened despot?
6. During this reign of Joseph II, what may have aroused the feeling of nationalism within his empire?
7. What conclusions can be drawn about enlightened despotism due to the failure of the reign of Joseph II?
8. How did serfdom in Prussia differ from that in farther Eastern Europe, and in slavery in America?
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